
 
 
 

 

 

Dear Supporters, 
 
Thank you for making 2014 another remarkable year for Youth Pride Inc. This year, you helped us 
serve over 850 Rhode Island LGBTQQ youth and their straight allies in our drop-in center.  
 
Gender Spectrum, our weekly group for transgender and gender non-conforming youth, 
experienced a significant growth in attendance. YPI staff provided training to over 1,000 people, 
including teachers, DCYF case workers, gay/straight alliance advisors, homeless shelter staff, and 
senior Girl Scouts from all over New England. Many of you joined us in welcoming Judy Shepard, 
Matthew Shepard’s mother and an amazing LGBTQQ advocate, to our drop-in center. And we were 
proud to join the Rhode Island Department of Education (RIDE) and the Department of Children, 
Youth, & Families (DCYF) on policy work to create safer environments for LGBTQQ youth in the 
state.  
 
Despite all of this great news, there is no question that serious challenges remain. Our basic needs 
pantry now includes food, toiletries, schools supplies, and clothing, to meet the needs of our 
numerous youth who are impacted by family rejection, homelessness, and poverty. As more youth 
come out, we have witnessed an increased need from a growing number of gay/straight alliances 
throughout Rhode Island.  
 
We would not be the organization we are today without the support of our donors, volunteers, and 
friends. On behalf of YPI’s youth, board, and staff, we thank you for your support.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Kerri Kanelos  
Executive Director
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SPREAD THE WORD
Youth Pride provides a safe space where young people 

can learn, engage, and grow. For many, Youth Pride 

is the first place where they can be themselves, 

regardless of their sexual or gender identity. Youth 

come together from a wide range of backgrounds 

and connect with one another over common issues 

and activities, sometimes as simple as playing video 

games or sharing a meal. But, in the end, they walk 

away transformed. 

EXPANDING OUR REACH
Recognizing that not all youth are able to visit YPI, 

the Youth Pride team connects with schools and 

organizations throughout the state to empower their 

staff to provide support and resources to young adults 

impacted by sexual orientation and gender identity/

expression. On a larger scale, Youth Pride collaborates 

with institutions so that they are better equipped 

to address the needs of the youth they serve with 

sensitivity and care. 

WHAT WE DO
Young people come to YPI for a variety of reasons – 

from getting support during a crisis to becoming active 

members of our community. Once they discover YPI, they 

quickly become involved in the many programs that the 

organization has to offer. 

	 • �Drop-In Center including one-on-one counseling, case 

management, and support groups 

	 • Gay/Straight Alliance (GSA) Network Coordination 

	 • Participation in Pride and other LGBT community events 

	 • OUTspoken Leadership Development Program 

	 • �Advocacy and activism on issues impacting LGBT and 

the larger community 

	 • Sexual health and HIV prevention 

ACHIEVEMENTS
In the last year, YPI staff and volunteers: 

	 • �Served over 850 LGBTQQ youth and their straight 

allies through our drop-in center 

	 • �Hosted over 100 workshops and activities on 

LGBTQQ issues 

“I feel like I have had my whole world 
expanded – things I didn’t recognize 

before make sense now.”
– YPI YOUTH MEMBER 
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Gender Spectrum Support Group
In 2014, attendance more than doubled for Gender 
Spectrum—our weekly support group for youth that identify as 
transgender, genderqueer, gender non-conforming, agender, or 
who are questioning their gender identity/expression. Gender 
Spectrum seeks to empower trans youth by creating a non-
judgmental space where they can build community, share their 
experiences, ask questions, and gain resources. 

Professional Development in the Community
Each year, YPI provides more than 100 community trainings 
for a variety of providers who work with LGBTQQ youth, 
including teachers, social workers, gay/straight alliance 
advisors, and parents. 

OUTspoken Leadership Development Program
45 youth completed our leadership development 
program, which focuses on personal growth, cultural 
awareness, leadership development, community 
involvement, and advocacy. 

YOUTHPRIDERI.ORG

Youth who accessed our pantry -  providing 
food, clothing, toiletries, and school supplies to 
low-income and/or homeless LGBTQQ youth

Gay/Straight Alliances 
worked with YPI to improve 
school environments

Number of youths who 
attended our Pride-related 
activities 

YPI EXPENSES 2014

300+
45 500+

BY THE NUMBERS

Programs & 
services
$268,909

Admin & 
fundraising
$29,878

90%

10%

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Every year, we rely on the generosity of our donors – 
individuals, corporations, and government agencies – as well 
as community partners and volunteers who help expand the 
impact of our programs. Please take a moment to review our 
donor list to see who has made an impact over the past year.



Online donations are welcome via PayPal at: YOUTHPRIDERI.ORG/give

For more information about Youth Pride Inc., or to make a 
donation, please contact Executive Director, Kerri Kanelos.

Phone: (401) 421-5626
Fax: (401) 274-1990
Email: kerri@youthprideri.org 

Youth Pride Inc.
743 Westminster Street
Providence, RI  02903

Youth Pride Inc.
don’t grow up invisible

facebook.com/youthprideri @Y_P_I

STAFF BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kerri Kanelos
Executive Director 

Jeana DeLaire
Leadership Development Coordinator 

Alexis Hall
Youth Worker 

Ethan Kennedy
Direct Services Coordinator

Barbara Margolis, Esq.
Chair

Emma Garrett Nelson
Vice Chair 

Hugh C. Minor IV 
Secretary

Angela Sherwin 
Treasurer

Aaron Buckley

Lisa Carcieri 

Michael Espina 

Wil Gelfuso

Jesus Holguin*

Peter Lewiss, Esq. 

Barry Nickerson

Hillary Reser

Alyssa St. Franc*

Patrick Smock, Esq.

Saron Vongsavang*

* Youth Board Members

YPI’s mission is to meet the unique and ongoing needs of youth and young adults 
impacted by sexual orientation and gender identity/expression through advocacy, 
support and empowerment to bring about social change. 

I will try to educate people partaking in behaviors 
I can now understand are the product of ignorance 
rather than hatred.”
 YPI YOUTH MEMBER



Youth Pride Donors 1/1/2014 – 12/31/2014 

INDIVIDUALS 

Joseph Alston  

Judith Anderson & Marcia Blair  

Lisa Andrews  

D.H. Antestenis  

Gerri August & Shirley Kinsey  

Mel Baker & Michael Moretti  

Wendy Baker & Judith McDonnell  

Robb Barnard & Douglas Still  

Rick Battistoni  

Karen Beauchesne  

Wendy Becker & Mary Norton  

Alan & Karen Bergel  

Helene Berinsky  

Niki Best  

Barbara & Carl Bishop, Jr.  

Amy Black  

Deborah Blitz  

Adrian Boney  

Ellen Borden  

Elizabeth & Thomas Boucher  

Sarah Bowman  

Alexandra Broches  

Eric Bronner  

Sherilyn Brown  

Daniel Bryant & Elizabeth Burke Bryant 

Rita Bugbee & Bonnie England  

Brenda Bullinger  

LeeAnn Byrne  

Jean Burke & Aline Couture  

Lisa Carcieri & Marianne Monte  

Paula Carmichael  

Celeste Caviness & Alexis Lamb  

Andrew Ciccone  

Congressman David Cicilline  

Sarah Clausius  

Cynthia Clay  

Marc Cohen  

Curt Columbus & Nathan Watson  

Douglas Cowan  

Michael & Melissa Curran  

Robert & Debra Cusack  

Joshua Davis  

Pat Davis & Mary Mason  

Elda Dawber & Mariellen Langworthy 

Elisa Delbonis  

Denise DeMagistris  

James DeRentis & Brett Smiley 

Louis Diorio & Megan Milhara  

Shannon Dolan  

Cheryl Duarte  

Maureen Dugan  

Susanna Dyer  

Mary Eddy  

Timothy Empkie  

Sandra Enos  

Cynthia Ernest  

Michael Espina  

Jessica Fabiano  

Nicholas Ferrer  

Frank Ferri & Tony Caparco  

Kenneth Fish & Trent Ferrara  

Mike Flores  

Dr. Michelle Forcier & Geoffrey Allen  

Michael Fournier & David Liddle  

Diana Funke  

Daniel Gagnon  

Mark Gardino  

Kelly Garrett  

Michael Gerhardt & Doree Goodman  

Susan Gershkoff, Esq. 

Matthew Gill  

Jane Gillette  

Jodi Glass & Ruth Horton  

Pamela Goff 

Amy Goldfarb  

Senator Gayle Goldin  

Ronald Gonscak  

Rita Good & Joanne Costanza  

Kathleen Gorman 

Rodd Gragg  

Paula Grey  

Stephen Gumbley  

Jane Hale  

Constance Hamilton  

Jane Hanna & Michele Auger  

Esmond Harmsworth  

Ann-Marie Harrington  

Mary Harrington  

Kevin & Karen Harrop  

Susan Hartblay  

Barrett Hazeltine  

Robert & Angela Healey  

Sarah Helldoerfer  

Hilnariks Hernandez  

Gloria Hill  

Dorothy Hodge & Tracy Silva   

Michael & Pattie Hubbard  

James Hutchison & Joseph Spas  

Lise Iwon, Esq.  

Ronald Izzo, Esq.  

William Jesdale  

Bethany Johns  

Heather Johnson  

Chuck Jones  
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Hilary Jones  

Lynn Joyrich  

David Karoff & Barbara Hunger  

Shannon Kearns  

John Kelly & Mark Shea  

John M. Kelly & Walter O. Orellana 

Sandra Ketrow & Mary Riedford  

Peter & Kristen Kilmartin  

Rebecca & Joanna Kislak Brown  

Jayna & Dale Klatzker  

Heather Knight  

Mary Claire Knight  

Delia Kovac & Sarah Bernstein  

Brian Kovacs  

Kathy Kushnir  

Barbara Labine  

Lorraine Lalli  

Anthony & Marla Lambrese  

Carol Landau & David Ames  

Michelle Lavoie & Kathy Marceau  

Sarah Leibel  

Joan Leone 

Ronald Leone  

Gary Levine & Debra Strauss-Levine 

Myrna & Daniel Levine  

Peter Lewiss, Esq.  

Charles Litwin  

Garrett Locke  

Nancy Lowder  

Vincent Luti  

Paula MacLellan  

Cynthia MacLeod 

John Mallet-Paret  

Thomas Mancini  

Stephanie Mandeville  

Barbara Margolis, Esq. & Colleen 
Gregory, PhD 
 

Candace Martin  

Kelly McGarry  

Lauren McGovern  

Paula McLaughlin  

A. David McNab & Elizabeth J. McNab  

Gina Mercure  

Russell & Beth Milham  

Senator Josh Miller  

Kiri Miller  

Hugh Minor & George Evans Marley  

Linda Mitchell 

Ainsley Morisseau Cantoral  

Julia Murphy & Bonnie Bishoff  

James & Rosemarie Nash  

Emma Garrett Nelson & James Nelson  

Karole Nicholson  

Barry Nickerson  

Kathryn Nicodemus  

Marissa O’Gara 

Sandra O’Hare  

Peter Page  

Michele Paliotta, LICSW & Sergio 
Veneziano  
 

Rebecca Palmer  

Christine Parisi  

Sharon Pavignano  

Paula Penelton  

Susan Perkins, Esq. & Toon Perkins  

Barbara Perrino & Kathy Kennedy  

John & Jacqueline Piepowski  

Rosemary Reilly-Chammat  

Hillary Reser  

Richard & Rhonda Reuter  

Randall Rice  

Russell Richards  

Margelia Rogers  

Dan Rosenberg  

Elizabeth Rowell  

Marie Rudd  

Robert Rutley  

Jen Saarinen  

Micah Salkind & Ted McGuire  

Anthony Santurri  

Gary Schweizer & Joseph Gomes  

Elizabeth Scott & Patrick J. Quinn  

Judith Scott  

Diane Seleen & Judith Matteson  

Rachel Sheinkin  

Angela Sherwin & Deborah Florio  

William Shipp  

Albertina Silva  

Mark & Ellen Silverman 

Anne Marie Silvia & Kathy Trier  

Ray Sirico  

Julie Smith  

Rebecca Spahn  

Richard Stineman & Purna Rodman 
Conare  
 

Kim Stowell  

Leslie Strolla  

Cheryl Sullivan  

Ray Sullivan, Jr.  

Arthi Sundaresh  

Charles & Ruth Sweet  

Eric Tirrell  

Maria Tocco & Laura Pisaturo  

Deborah Tranter & Mathilda Hills  

Emily Ustach  
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Sam & Peter Viner-Brown  

Camille Vollaro  

Elizabeth Vorro & Elizabeth Coderre  

Arthur Weigner  

Steve Weigner  

Matt Westcott  

Dawn Whitehead  

Ariana Wohl 

Kirsten Wolfe  

Sarah Young  

Jonah Zuckerman  

Elizabeth & Leigh-Anne Zwick  

 

 

 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AIDS Care Ocean State  

Albert Pratt Charitable Trust  

BankRI 

Barrington Congregational Church 

Big Brothers Big Sisters Ocean State   

Big Gay Al’s Bowling League  

Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Rhode Island  

Bradley Hospital  

Channing Memorial Church/Interweave 

The Colosseum  

Create Power Yoga  

CVS/Caremark Charity Classic  

The Dark Lady  

Dexter Donation Fund  

The Dog House  

Embolden  

Episcopal Charities  

Fund for Community Progress  

GLAD (Gay & Lesbian Advocates & 
Defenders)  
 

The Gordon School  

Hasbro Children’s Fund  

Humanists of Rhode Island  

Imperial Court of Rhode Island  

John Snow Inc. (JSI)  

Kiwanis Foundation Pawtucket  

Liberty Hill Foundation 

Llama Productions  

Marasco & Nesselbush  

Massage Envy Spa Cranston, East 
Greenwich & Lincoln  
 

Mayor Angel Taveras/City of Providence  

McLaughlin & Moran, Inc.  

Metlife Auto & Home  

Neighborhood Health Plan of RI 

Orange Square  

The Pathfinders Foundation  

Pelletier & Clark, LLC Attorneys at Law  

PFLAG of Greater Providence  

Providence Gay Men’s Chorus  

Residential Properties, Ltd. 

Rhode Island Department of Children, 
Youth & Families  
 

Rhode Island Department of Education  

Rhode Island Department of Health 

Rhode Island Foundation   

Rhode Island Student Assistance Services 

The Stable  

Thundermist Health Center  

Town Hall Lanes  

Unitarian Universalist Church of South 
County 
 

Victims of Crime Act (VOCA)  

YWCA of Rhode Island  
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